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“Where did all these checks 
come from,” asked Ma’Rynn 
T., before grabbing the stack 
from her desk, using payroll 
software and ensuring all her 
co-workers were compensated. 
She diligently carried out the 
duties of an investment center 
CFO, despite being a bit young 
for the position.

She was one of 64 Francis Scott 
Key Elementary/Middle (FSK) 
students to visit JA BizTown: a 
10,000-square-foot replica of 
an American city, located at 
Junior Achievement of Central 
Maryland's Owings Mills 
headquarters. This colorful 
and bustling town features 14 
businesses, including retail 
stores, TV and radio stations, 
a newspaper, café, city hall, 
insurance office, title company, 
healthcare provider, science 
lab and shipping center, each 
outfitted with modern office 
technology, equipment and 
supplies. 

Having completed in-class 
lessons on what makes a city 
function, how businesses work, 
how money goes into the bank, 
how to write checks and other 
related concepts, the FSK pupils 
enthusiastically applied for their 
BizTown jobs and waited for 
their turn to play captains of 
industry for the day.
  
“Our students cannot wait to visit 
BizTown,” said 4th/5th Grade 
Math Teacher Candace Sims, 
noting that FSK has participated in 
the JA BizTown program for more 
than five years. “They sometimes 
complain about classwork and 
homework, but they will do any 
work for BizTown,” she added. 
“This is the best fieldtrip and I 
wish the kids could have more 
experiences like this.”

Ma’Rynn T. said she “enjoyed 
seeing what it’s like to have a 
real job.”This was her second 
year at BizTown and the first for 
her father, Marvin, one of several 
parent volunteers. “My daughter 
was so persistent that I come to 
BizTown and I was interested to 
see how it operated,” he said. 
“The program provides great 
insight on what transpires in a 
workday.”

Along with the parents, several 
Bank of America employees 
also guided the students.

“JA BizTown is a win-win 
experience,” said Kim Fabian, 
senior vice president of Junior 
Achievement of Central 
Maryland. “Our parent and 
corporate volunteers serve as 
mentors, while the students 
get a taste of real-world 
economics and what it’s like 
to work as an ‘adult’ for a 
day.” 

“I love the program, the little 
facilities and that there is 
a bank,” said Penny Lewis, 
assistant vice president of 
fulfillment support for Bank 
of America Consumer 
Banking Home Loans. 
“Now, when Mom and 
Dad say they’re on a 
budget, the students will 
know what that means.” 

A long-time JA BizTown 
sponsor, Bank of 
America has a branch 
in the miniature city. 
Rebecca W. served 
as a teller for the day. 
Her charge was “being 
responsible with 
people’s money.”  “If 
I messed something 
up in the computer, it 
would mess up in their 
account, so I had to 
be really careful,” she 
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said. Ultimately, that responsibility 
wasn’t too daunting. “I thought this 
job would be hard, but it’s pretty easy; 
maybe when I grow up, I can be a 
bank teller,”  she added. “Actually, 
I would start working here now if I 
could and I would come everyday.” 

Toyota CFO Sean C. shared the same 
sentiment after spending the day 
“learning how profits work.”Although 
“surprised about how hard grown-ups 
have to work,” he said, “I’d like to 
keep doing something like this. I’m a 
math person, so it’s all easy for me.”

“It’s a lot of work, but I like it because 
it keeps me busy and not bored,” 
echoed Mayor Chayla B., who fielded 
questions throughout the day from 
co-workers and constituents. “I liked 
going around helping people and 
speaking in front of everybody – I 
wasn’t scared or shy.”

“Also, I learned that when you’re 
running a business, you need to be 
on time and actually do everything 
you need to do,” she added, noting 
that the visit helped her realize she 
“would like to be in a business and 
manage money.”

While some students sadly suffered 
the consequences of not purchasing 
health insurance, they all rejoiced 
when spending their hard-earned 
paychecks – dancing “Gangnam 
Style” to the tunes spun by DJ, Zavan 
Hurt.

Caryn Sagal is the Senior Vice President, 
Lawrence Howard & Associates (LH&A). 
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